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who had never received any European lady at all until they received my wife.
No doubt this tends to make intimate relations between Europeans and Indians more difficult. The influence of ladies on society is wanting, where this system prevails* But at ^c same time it must be borne in mind that the Zenana excludes Indian gentlemen and ladies just as much as it excludes Europeans ; and yet social relations between Indians are perfectly frank and simple- It will not do therefore to say         while
this system prevails* any intimacy between Europeans and Indians is impossible. Above all, it must be ever remembered that the Zenana system is not in any way indicative of a low opinion of women, or of their want of influence* The system is not a part of the ancient Hindu life at nil- Jfc prevalent among Muhammodans; and it                    India
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